‘What everyhody is doing affects the water’

Rock Creek newcomer
forms cleanup group

By ALLISON BOURG
; Staff Writer
- One boat irip down  Rock Creek, and
Caryn Canfield knew there was a problem.
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Trash and other debris — including dirty |

enrolled in the county Watershed Stewards
Academy at Arlington Echo Outdoor Edu-
cation Center. Now in its second class, the
program teaches residents how to reduce
the impact of stormwater runoff.

She also formed a volunteer. effort, Re-
store Rock Creek, launching a Web site,
Facebook group and blog, and has applied
for grants from the Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion to buy equipment to use for monitoring

diapers and old tires — littered the banks of |
the creek. There wasn't much aguatic life to
be found, and the water was murky — espe-

water clarity and other indicators.
That way, residents can see if water qual-
ity is improving. It can improve, Canfield

“I wanted to try to understand what's go-

cially when it rained.

Canfield, who in 2008 purchased a fixer- Canfield works in software sales and has
upper on Rock Creek with her husband, no formal background in environmental
gcience, but she didn't let that stop her. She

wanted to do something.

ing on,” she said.
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creek,” she said. “What ev-
ervbody is doing affects the
water.”

Taking the plunge

Canfield is a relative
newcomer to Anne Arundel
County. A Seattle native,
she and her husband, Kip,
moved to Baltimore County
in 1990. Over the years, they
took up sailing as a hobby,
bought a boat and began
storing it at Oak Harbor
Marina on Rock Creek.

In June 2008, they decided
to trade in their family-sized
house in Catonsville for a
small home on the water.

, The Canfields are in the
middle of renovating the
house, which, like many old-
er homes along Rock Creek,
was a summer retreat in the
1940z and 1950s.

The couple chose Rock
Creek because It's deep
enough for sailboats, and it's
close to the Chesapeake Bay,
Canfield said. They're active
members of the Rock Creek
Racing Association and also
g0 gailing in Annapolis.

Canfield wanted to learn
something more about the
two-mile  waterway, but
found there wasn't much out

there.
“Pretty much all I
found was that it was
a tributary of the Pa-
tapsco,” Canfield said.
“And that portions of the
water had been closed to hu-
man contact.”

Later that year, the Mary-
land Gazeite began a series
of stories investigating why
Marley Creek, Furnace
Creek and Rock Creek had
been closed for 30 wears.
Scientists suspect that ani-
mal and human waste has
caused bacterial contamina-
tion in Marley and Furnace
creeks. County  officlals
have blamed failing septic
systems along Rock Creek
for the pollution there, while
some area residents point to
the possibility of overflows
from sewer system pumping
stations.

‘Canfield wonders whether
the ecreeks have actually
polluted the bay, or at least
made it dirtier.

“I've never seen the bay
clean,” she said.

It wasn't always like that,
gaid Eelly Hunt of Pasa-
dena. Hunt grew up on Rock
Creek and got to know Can-
field through Restore Rock
Creek's Facebook group.

“I can't imagine what my
childhood would have been
like if the creek was like it

said, but only if everyone does their part.
“It's not just the people right here on the
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is now,” she said. “We lived
on our pier. It was a huge
part of our lives. On the
weekends, you couldn't sleep
in, it was so noisy outside.”

But when Hunt was
around 12, things started to
change. There were s0 many
dead fish in the water, it
looked like smow on top of
the creek. The county would
shut down the creek periodi-
cally, or put restrictions on
swimming or fishing.

Then when she was a teen-
ager, the county closed the
creek to swimming and wad-
ing for good. Hunt believes

By Allison Bourg — Maryland Gazetle
Caryn Canfield of Pasadena, who bought a house on Rock
Creek in 2008, has started a volunteer group aimed at
cleaning the creek up.

that stormwater runoff from
new developments built in
the creek watershed were a
big part of the problem.

“It makes me very sad,”
Hunt zald. “If we can just
raise awareness BVELY-
thing you do has an impact.”

Starting a water monitor-
ing program for Rock Creek
could be one way to reverse
time, Canfield said. One of
her ultimate goals is to raise
enough money to hire a full-
time employee to watch over
the creek, like several south
county waterways have. =

“I'd like to have a river







